Jonesville Community Schools
Board of Education – Regular Meeting
Monday, October 26, 2009 at 7:00 p.m.
Administration Building

MINUTES





I.	CALL TO ORDER

 Vice-President Schmitt called the regular meeting of the Board of Education 
 to order at 7:00p.m.

			Board Members Present:  Dauster, Funk, Nye Schmitt, Taylor and Thompson
			Board Members Absent:  Rowe
			Administrators Present:  Potts, Wright, Sawdey, Bondsteel, Coolman
			Guests Present:  Tom Hutt and Bus Drivers

A.	Pledge of Allegiance 
	Mr. Gary Nye led the Board and guests in the Pledge of Allegiance.
B. Recognition of Guests: Bus Drivers, Jayden Fedrick, Carter Godfrey, Jared Jordan and Aubrey Marsh, (high school students in attendance for their Government & AP classes) 
C. Changes to the Agenda
D. Celebration of Excellence  
· 4-H students that achieved fair awards
· Natural Helpers met at Camp Michindoh for a 2-1/2 day seminar teaching students how to be helpful to other students.
E. Public Comment  
· Mrs. Velvet Giacobassi publically commended Mr. Potts on how he has handled the H1N1 epidemic.  She liked the communications regarding illness in the district and feels that he made parents feel comfortable regarding the illness in the school district.
· Kathy Bondsteel congratulated the Varsity Soccer Team for advancing to district finals for the 1st time in 13 years.

II.	PRESENTATIONS & REPORTS

A. Getting to the Root of Jonesville Transportation – David Wright
· Mr. Wright thanked the bus drivers for attending the board meeting.  Mr. Wright explained the issues of student transportation to the board.  Most of the drivers live in the district, supporting the area business and electing school board members.  The families and children and many of the drivers themselves have graduated from Jonesville Community Schools. Mr. Wright invited the Board Members and guests to climb aboard a bus and sit in the drivers seat to understand what it takes to be a bus driver.
B. Granger Construction – Tom Hutt
· There have been 5 months of construction work and everything is going well.  The sites look good.  Mr. Hutt would like to know what sat on top of the pillars at the front entrance of the middle school.
C. Superintendent’s Report
Information requests (follow up from previous meetings)

· Michigan School Bus Safety Week
· Mr. Potts read the proclamation from the State of Michigan, State Board of Education recognizing bus drivers during Michigan School Bus Safety Week.
· MI School Aid Fund update
· The Michigan school aid fund is a political hotplate.  It is very sad that there is no resolution on the dollar amount per pupil although they are considering a possible $292. reduction per pupil.  Reductions must be made within the district also.  Community members need to notify Cameron S. Brown, Kenneth Kurtz and Jennifer Granholm to ask for school aid issues to be resolved.
· Student Enrollment
· Student Enrollment is up by 10 from last year.  
· 703 students at the Elementary School (largest single school in the county)
· Dr. E. Frye – ISD Speaker
· Dr. Frye spoke to Jonesville Community School staff members and staff members from other schools in the county on delighting clients.  This is the second year Mr. Frye has spoken to Hillsdale County school districts
· Resignation of  a Teacher
· Mr. Potts recognized the resignation of Ms. Jacquelyn Makay.  He was sorry to see her go and wished her the best in her future endeavors.
· Resignation of Assistant Wrestling Coach
· Mr. Potts recognized the resignation of Mr. Mike Karaptian and thanked him for his work with wrestling athletes throughout the years.

III.	BUSINESS
	
A. Minutes

Motion by Nye to approve the Study Session of October 12, 2009, the Special Meeting of October 12, 2009 and the Regular Board Meeting of September 21, 2009.
		Seconded by Dauster. 
		
		Dauster A, Funk A, Nye A, Rowe -, Schmitt A, Taylor A, Thompson A
		MOTION CARRIED 6-0
		ABSENT - ROWE

B.   Bills Payable

		Motion by Nye to approve the bills payable of the regular meeting of October 26, 2009
		Seconded by Taylor. 

		Funk A, Nye A, Rowe -, Schmitt A, Taylor A, Thompson A, Dauster A
		MOTION CARRIED 6-0
		ABSENT - ROWE

C.   Parent Advisory Committee Representative

Motion by Duster to approve Heather Hardin as the Jonesville Community Schools representative for the Parent Advisory Committee for the 2009-2010 and 2010-2011 school year.
		Seconded by Nye. 

Nye A, Rowe -, Schmitt A, Taylor A, Thompson A, Dauster A, Funk A
MOTION CARRIED 6-0
ABSENT - ROWE 

D.  Summer Lunch Program Administration

		Motion by Funk to approve the hours worked in July for the Food Service Director
		Seconded by Thompson. 

Rowe -, Schmitt A, Taylor A, Thompson A, Dauster A, Funk A, Nye A
MOTION CARRIED 6-0
ABSENT – ROWE 

E. Assistant Varsity Wrestling Coach

		Motion by Funk to approve Mr. Dan Claus as the Assistant Varsity Wrestling Coach.
		Seconded by Dauster. 

	Schmitt A, Taylor A, Thompson A, Dauster A, Funk A, Nye A, Rowe –
MOTION CARRIED 6-0
ABSENT - ROWE

F. Middle School Wrestling Coach

		Motion by Nye to approve Mr. John Arno as the Middle School Wrestling Coach
		Seconded by Dauster. 

	Taylor A, Thompson A, Dauster A, Funk A, Nye A, Rowe -, Schmitt A
	MOTION CARRIED 6-0
	ABSENT - ROWE

G. Winter Coaching Renewal

Motion by Dauster to approve the coaching appointment for the High School 2009-2010 winter sports season, Aubrey Hamrick – Sideline Cheerleading Coach
		Seconded by Taylor. 

	Thompson A, Dauster A, Funk A, Nye A, Rowe -, Schmitt A, Taylor A
	MOTION CARRIED 6-0
	ABSENT – ROWE

H.  Change of Study Session Date

Motion by Funk to change the November Study Session date and location.  
The revised November Study Session date and time is as follows:  
	November Study Session – 
	Date:  November 10, 2009 (Tuesday)
	Location:  Williams Elementary School
		Seconded by Nye. 

	Dauster A, Funk A, Nye A, Rowe -, Schmitt A, Taylor A, Thompson A
	MOTION CARRIED 6-0
	ABSENT – ROWE
			
IV. ANNOUNCEMENTS
Nov. 10th – Study Session – Williams Elementary School
Nov. 23rd – Board Meeting
V. 	CONCLUSION
	A.  Public Comment
		Mrs. Bondsteel reminded the board and public of the athletic 
		events going on over the weekend.
		10-30 Varsity Cross Country Regional’s at Vandercook Lake
		10-31 Varsity Volleyball Tournaments at Athens

B.  Board Reports, Requests and Commentary
A.  President, Jeff Rowe - Absent
		B.  Vice-President, Kathy Schmitt
Since having fair days off Mrs. Schmitt still has children not attending school, now due to illness.  Enjoyed the letters sent out regarding the H1N1 crisis in the district and thanked Mr. Potts & Mrs. Varney for a very nice job.  It is great to see kids showing their talents at the fair.  Activities in 4-H help students exceed in their future endeavors.  Thanks to the bus drivers for getting kids to school in a very safe manner.  Mrs. Schmitt is very pleased with the football program and how the new coach has handled himself.
		C.  Secretary, Michelle Taylor
Mrs. Taylor went on a field trip in which the bus driver made her feel very safe which in turn created a confidence that students are taken care of and make it to school safe and sound each day.  Her family has been sick and with talking to staff is assured that all precautions are being taken to be as conscientious as possible to insure germs are not being spread.
Mrs. Taylor wanted to remind everyone of the Drama Club Halloween Party.
		D.  Treasurer, Penny Dauster
			Congratulation to all of the 4-H students – Nice job
Mrs. Dauster commended Tina Varney for her handling of the H1N1 crisis and also for her handling of snack foods in the district. 
		E.  Trustee, Gary Nye	
Several board members have mentioned how well H1N1 has been handled.  Nye also agrees that Mr. Potts and Mrs. Varney have handled this epidemic well.  Mr. Nye thanked Mrs. Giacobassi for her support regarding the epidemic issues.  Mr. Nye gave credit to Athletic Director Kathy Bondsteel for her interviewing and choosing to hire Coach Lindeman.  The band has changed in the last 3-4 years and is going great.  Mr. Nye wants Mr. Potts to look into the possible transferring of funds to help with the construction of the greenhouse at the high school.  Mr. Nye agrees with Mr. Thompson in the fact that Lansing (government) is very aggravating, more people need to get involved in bringing education back to the forefront.
		F.  Trustee, Mitchell Funk
Mr. Funk thanked the bus drivers and stated that the bus drivers set the tone for the entire day.  Driving around the high school he noticed the greenhouse has not yet been erected and is quite an eyesore.  He wants to find funding to get the greenhouse erected.  He is disappointed that the football team lost Friday evening, however he is impressed with the progress of the team and is also impressed with Coach Lindeman.  Mr. Funk feels that the H1N1 epidemic has been handled well by Mr. Potts and the Health Director, Tina Varney.    He also pointed out that tonight’s meeting is the first time the Board of Education has been handled by a woman.	
		G.  Trustee, Thomas Thompson
Sickness has been a challenge at his house also; 2 out of 4 in their home have been sick.  Mr. Thompson feels that the approach Mr. Potts has taken regarding the virus have been very helpful to the students and staff of Jonesville Community Schools.  The parents of students in this district also have decisions to be made regarding the virus; whether to send their student to school or keep their student home if not feeling well.  Mr. Thompson is irritated by the budget stalemate battle in Lansing.  He is frustrated when looking back at the founders’ decision; founders’ said, we must have an educated public.  Education should be the number one priority.  This is a public service, we should look at not just cuts, but how to get people involved in finding ways to generate money.  We need to look at ways to enhance our income.
*Mr. Potts commented that there is a vehicle in place for donations; The Hillsdale County Community Foundation and also the Jonesville Community School Education Foundation.

C. Closed Session – Negotiations
	
Motion by Funk to approve entering into closed session.  
Seconded by Thompson.

	Dauster A, Funk A, Nye A, Rowe -, Schmitt A, Taylor A, Thompson A
	MOTION CARRIED 6-0
	ABSENT - ROWE

		Enter into Closed Session at 9:00pm.

D. Open Session

	Entered into Open Session at 10:30pm.

E.   Other Topics of Discussion
	F.	Adjournment
Motion by Funk to adjourn the regular meeting of the Board of Education 
at 10:35pm
		Seconded by Dauster. 

	Funk A, Nye A, Rowe -, Schmitt A, Taylor A, Thompson A, Dauster A
	MOTION CARRIED 6-0
	ABSENT – ROWE




______________________________________
Michelle Taylor, Board of Education Secretary
