Jonesville Community Schools
Board of Education – Regular Meeting
Monday, November 30, 2009 at 7:00 p.m.
Administration Building

DRAFT OF MINUTES






I.	CALL TO ORDER

 President Rowe called the regular meeting of the Board of Education 
 to order at 7:00p.m.

		Board Members Present: Dauster, Funk, Nye, Rowe, Schmitt, Taylor and Thompson
		Board Members Absent:  None
		Administrators Present: Bondsteel, Coolman, Curson and Potts 
		Guests Present:  Cooley, Drake and Bernklau

A.	Pledge of Allegiance 
	Mrs. Kathy Schmitt led the Board and guests in the Pledge of Allegiance.
B. Recognition of Guests
· Heather Hardin – Jonesville Schools representative for the Parent Advisory Committee.
Mrs. Hardin introduced herself to the Board of Education explaining that PAC works with students who have disabilities of all types.  
C. Changes to the Agenda
D. Celebration of Excellence  
4. Natural Helper students, Remy Whitehill, Kayla Hubbell, Michelle Black and Rachael Benn were introduced to the board by Mr. Robt. Drake their counselor.  He explained to the board that these students were selected to attend a retreat that skilled them in how to listen to troubled peers and when/if they need to contact an adult to intervene.

· Coach of the Year – Pat Bernklau
Athletic Director Kathy Bondsteel introduced Pat Bernklau to the board announcing that the Jackson Citizen Patriot has chosen Mr. Bernklau as “Coach of the Year”.  Pat coached the Comet soccer squad to the district finals (that were held at Onsted HS) for the first time in 9 yrs.  Two comet players made the Jackson All-Area Team.  The Comet squad had another winning season accruing 14-6-1 for the season.
E. Public Comment  

II.	PRESENTATIONS & REPORTS
A. Granger Construction – Tom Hutt
· Mr. Hutt told the board everything is going very smooth.  The elementary school is looking very good, the middle school teachers have been very positive in their comments stating that the new windows have made a huge difference not only in the heat aspect but also as a sound barrier from the highway traffic.  The green house framing at the high school is almost complete and with another nice day should be completed.
B. Superintendent’s Report
Information requests (follow up from previous meetings)

· MI School Aide Fund update
On December 20th Jonesville Community Schools will receive another state aid check which will reflect the per pupil reduction.  There is still time to have additional cuts made to the school districts for the remaining school year, Mr. Potts said we will just have to wait and see.  A guess has the 2010-2011 school year state aid checks reflecting a $1,000 per pupil reduction.
	Mr. Rowe asked Mr. Potts about the Federal Stimulus package “Race to the Top”.  Mr. Potts stated that this is a state project and still has a lot of loop holes.

· A 2001 Dodge Ram 3500 truck has been purchased and has been fitted with a 8’ plow that expands to 10’.


III.	BUSINESS
	
A. Minutes

Motion by Nye to approve the minutes of – Study Session of November 10, 2009, the Special Meeting of November 10, 2009 and the Regular Board Meeting of October 26, 2009.
Seconded by Dauster.

		Dauster A, Funk A, Nye A, Rowe A, Schmitt A, Taylor A, Thompson A
		MOTION CARRIED 7-0

B.   Bills Payable

Motion by Nye to approve the bills payable - Regular Meeting of November 30, 2009		


	General Funds	$   411,221.11
		Lunch Fund	$     56,302.01
		Athletic Fund	$     10,517.20					
		2008 Capital Projects Fund	$    487,970.19

			TOTAL	   	  $   966,010.51

		Seconded by Funk. 

		Funk A, Nye A, Rowe A, Schmitt A, Taylor A, Thompson A, Dauster A
		MOTION CARRIED 7-0

C.   Hiring a teacher

Motion by Nye to approve hiring Joseph Walsh as an Elementary Special Education Teacher
		Seconded by Dauster. 

Nye A, Rowe A, Schmitt A, Taylor A, Thompson A, Dauster A, Funk N
MOTION CARRIED 6-1 

D.  Furniture Purchase

Motion by Schmitt to approve the purchase of student and teacher furniture for the new addition at the Elementary School
		Seconded by Dauster. 

Rowe A, Schmitt A, Taylor A, Thompson A, Dauster A, Funk A, Nye A
MOTION CARRIED 7-0 

E. Computer Purchase

Motion by Nye to approve the purchase of 31 computers at $688.84 each for a total of $21,354.04 for the new technology lab at Williams Elementary School
		Seconded by Thompson. 

	Schmitt A, Taylor A, Thompson A, Dauster A, Funk A, Nye A, Rowe A
	MOTION CARRIED 7-0

F. Great Start Readiness Program

		Motion by Schmitt to approve adopting the 2009-2010 Great Start Readiness Program.
		Seconded by Dauster. 

	Taylor A, Thompson A, Dauster A, Funk A, Nye A, Rowe A, Schmitt A
	MOTION CARRIED 7-0

G. 401(a) Nontrusteed Retirement Plan

		Motion by Nye to approve the 401(a) Nontrusteed Retirement Plan.
		Seconded by Taylor. 

	Thompson A, Dauster A, Funk A, Nye A, Rowe A, Schmitt A, Taylor A
	MOTION CARRIED 7-0

H. 401(a) Special Pay Plan

		Motion by Schmitt to approve the 401(a) Special Pay Plan.
		Seconded by Thompson. 

	Dauster A, Funk A, Nye A, Rowe A, Schmitt A, Taylor A, Thompson A
	MOTION CARRIED 7-0

I. Hiring a paraprofessional

Motion by Schmitt to table hiring a paraprofessional for the Elementary School.
Seconded by Funk. 

	Funk A, Nye A, Rowe A, Schmitt A, Taylor A, Thompson A, Dauster N
MOTION CARRIED 6-1

J. Hiring a paraprofessional

		Motion Schmitt to table hiring a paraprofessional for the Elementary School.
		Seconded by Funk. 

	Nye A, Rowe A, Schmitt A, Taylor A, Thompson A, Dauster N, Funk A
	MOTION CARRIED 6-1		

IV. ANNOUNCEMENTS

Nov. 30-Dec. 16. – Can food drive for Salvation Army
Dec. 7th – Study Session – High School
Dec. 14th – Board Meeting
Dec. 18th – Dismiss for Christmas Break
Jan. 4th – School Resumes
	
V. 	CONCLUSION
	A.  Public Comment
		Mrs. Bondsteel announced the following:
			Wrestling begins on Saturday, December 5th
			Dec. 21st and 22nd JV boys and girls tournament play will be held in Reading
			Dec. 27th & 28th Pat Patterson Varsity boys and girls basketball tournaments will be held in Jonesville.
		Mr. Potts announced:
			January 21st at 6:30 will be the Williams Elementary School “new addition” open house.
		Mrs. Taylor and Mrs. Schmitt announced:
			Dec. 10th – Christmas Band and Choir Concert at 7pm at the High School
			Dec. 11th, 12th and 13th – The Middle School and High School come together to provide a delightful Christmas package you won’t want to miss.  The Middle School Drama Club is performing an enchanting presentation of “My True Love Gave To Me” as a curtain raiser to the High School’s production of “The Best Christmas Pageant Ever” on the stage of Jonesville’s High School auditorium.

B.  Board Reports, Requests and Commentary
A.  President, Jeff Rowe
There are just a few things that need to be taken care of at the Elementary School with one project being a light at the flag pole.  Mr. Rowe congratulated Mr. Berknlau on his fine coaching job.  Mr. Rowe is very encouraged with the progress of the athletics in Jonesville Community Schools. Good athletes are a sign of a well rounded student, Mr. Rowe feels that Jonesville is moving forward in the right way and it shows in the athletes.  Mr. Rowe is hopeful Wayne Babcock will rebuild ChicagoWater Grill in Jonesville.  He is a huge asset to the Community and also to Jonesville Community Schools.
B. Vice-President, Kathy Schmitt
Hats off to Mr. Bernklau!  Coach Bernklau is a very positive coach with a good personality who is able to get kids channeled in the right direction.  Mrs. Schmitt was highly impressed with band o’rama, and thinks the greenhouses are very cool and are coming together very well.  She also commented that it was very nice to have Mrs. Curson in attendance this evening to address questions.  Mrs. Schmitt asked if the windows at the middle school weight room were going to get window muttons and also what can be done regarding the power pole.
		C.  Secretary, Michelle Taylor
Congratulation to Pat Bernklau; a very nice award.  We need to keep investing in our schools and students.
C. Treasurer, Penny Dauster
Mrs. Dauster agrees that the Middle School is looking great.  She has observed the landscaping at the Elementary School and feels that the plants are doing well and that the landscapers did a marvelous job.
		E.  Trustee, Gary Nye	
To expound on educational degrees and being placed on a dean’s list doesn’t always make you a good candidate to be a teacher.  Mr. Nye stated that he started school in Jonesville in 1955, the windows and doors make this Middle School building just stand right out.  This board has agreed to disagree; this is good and in turn is needed in order for good discussions to take place.  Mr. Nye trusts the Administration and that they are doing right, but Board Members are required to follow policies and re-adjust their thinking to stay abreast of current situations.	
		F.  Trustee, Mitchell Funk
Congratulation to Pat Bernklau.  Mr. Funk feels that the board had a nice discussion this evening and wants to make sure policies of the board are followed and wants to know what constitutes an emergency.  Mr. Funk hopes that everyone had a nice Thanksgiving.  He is proud to see the new windows and updates at the Middle School.  Mr. Nye thinks the Elementary School is looking good and is exciting to see the improvements.  All board members and staff should give themselves a pat on the back in regards to how well the bond project has come together.
		G.  Trustee, Thomas Thompson
Mr. Thompson was very happy to see the band concert (band o’rama) and thought they did an excellent job.  It is nice to see soccer Coach Bernklau recognized for his hard work.  Mr. Thompson was also very pleased to see the turn out at the Veterans Day Program.
	

Mr. Potts thanked the Board of Education for allowing the board meeting to be moved to the 30th.  He appreciated the board members being flexible.

C. Closed Session – Student Discipline 
	
Motion by Schmitt to approve entering into closed session.  
Seconded by Taylor.

	Rowe A, Schmitt A, Taylor A, Thompson A, Dauster A, Funk A, Nye A
	MOTION CARRIED 7-0

		Enter into Closed Session at 9:05pm.

D. Open Session

	Entered into Open Session at 9:14pm.

E.   Other Topics of Discussion

	F.	Adjournment
Motion by Funk to adjourn the regular meeting of the Board of Education 
at 9:15pm.
		Seconded by Nye. 

	Schmitt A, Taylor A, Thompson A, Dauster A, Funk A, Nye A, Rowe A
	MOTION CARRIED 7-0
