Jonesville Community Schools
Board of Education – Regular Meeting
Monday, May 24, 2010 at 7:00 p.m.
Administration Building

MINUTES


I.	CALL TO ORDER

 President Rowe called the regular meeting of the Board of Education 
 to order at 7:00p.m.

		Board Members Present: Dauster, Funk, Nye, Rowe, Schmitt, Taylor and Thompson
		Board Members Absent:  
		Administrators Present:  
		Guests Present:  Tom & Romaine Magda and Jean Stiverson

A.	Pledge of Allegiance 
	Mrs. Kathleen Schmitt led the Board and guests in the Pledge of Allegiance.
B. Recognition of Guests
C. Changes to the Agenda
D. Celebration of Excellence 

· Comet Challenge Award to be given to Williams Elementary School for MEAP scores being at or above 82%.-The award was given to Mrs. Curson and her staff in recognition of great MEAP scores in all categories.
· State Band Festival-Over 130 Jonesville Band students in grades 7-12 traveled to Muskegon to participate in the Michigan School Band and Orchestra Association’s State Band Festival.  The festival was held at Muskegon Reeths-Puffer High School in the Rocket Center for the Performing Arts on Friday, April 30th.  The High School Band earned straight 2nd division ratings which was a tremendous improvement from last year’s scores. The Middle School Band who made their first appearance at a State festival in over a decade, also earned an overall 2nd division rating with a 1st division from one of the concert judges and an impressive 1st division rating in sight reading. Both performances were outstanding and the students will receive individual medals and a plaque for each ensemble. Band Director, Mrs. Jaime Mykeloff, would like remind the students how proud she is of them and would like to thank the parents, school board, staff, and administration for all of their efforts to make this trip a success. 
· Strike for a Cure-Mr. Potts explained that Strike for a Cure was put together by Mrs. Bondsteel for the entire Big 8 Conference.  JV and Varsity Softball & Baseball teams wore t-shirts in support of cancer victims including Mr. Jack Kerspilo, Athletic Director at Reading Community Schools who is currently battling cancer.  The cooperation with the athletes and Athletic Directors throughout the Big 8 was amazing.  The teams t-shirt color symbolized prostate cancer.
· 
E. Public Comment
· Mr. Tom Magda spoke to the board wanting to confirm rumors that he has heard.  
1. New classrooms have been built but has heard there are currently empty class rooms.
2. Has heard that part-time staff have received raises while other employees are getting laid off.
3. Has also heard that the Board and Administration want a new football field and ball diamonds at the high school
4. Has heard that students who drive to school are receiving a mileage check.
Mr. Rowe’s response:  There are a lot of thing that have changed and warns community members to not get involved in rumors and innuendos. 
Mr. Potts’ response:  
1. The four empty class rooms will be full next year.  Those classrooms became empty when the classes moved into their new classrooms.
2. There are no raises being given out this year unless it is built into a contract. 
3. The track will be re-milled and new track put down.  Money will be set aside for track repairs
4. Phoenix Alternative School students are paid a small amount, approximately $.05 per mile to students who have passing grades as an incentive to graduate.
	Mr. Magda asked if the collective bargaining sessions can be attended.
	Mr. Potts replied no, collective bargaining sessions are private.
Mr. Magda summed things up by stating that the State is short on funds and he doesn’t want to see the State take over this district.  Things need to change; the board needs to work with the tax payers.
	
II.	PRESENTATIONS & REPORT

A. Granger Construction – Tom Hutt
B. Superintendent’s Report
Information requests (follow up from previous meetings)

· State Aid Update & Budget Reduction Update
· The house and senate fiscal agencies have found money and won’t be reducing state aid by the $268 as previously thought.
· The house version of the state aid bill is due to come out this week.  The senate announced it should be arriving in mid to late June.
· With the $268 added back into the budget the schools fund balance 
will be close to $0.00.  We will adopt a budget in June with a small fund balance.  It’s an election year and we’ll see what happens in October.
· ARRA SPED funding flow through
· We will have the money spent by May 30th.
· Board meeting date change
· The Board meeting is conflicting with the Courageous Journey dates that are held near Traverse City.
· Third party contracts for Mrs. Curson and Mr. Deeg
· Mrs. Curson will be returning to employment by a third party contractor based on the board resolution passed on August 8, 2007.
· Contracts for Administrators, Supervisors & Directors  and Central Office
· Contracts for these people will be viewed and discussed during closed session
· Greenhouse Plans
· Ms. Erin Bosch has spoken to Dan at BETA Design, plans are being worked on.


III.	BUSINESS
	
A. Minutes

Motion by Funk to approve the Special Meeting of April 12, 2010, the Regular Board Meeting of April 26, 2010 and the Study Session of May 10, 2010.
		Seconded by Schmitt. 
		
		Dauster A, Funk A, Nye A, Rowe A, Schmitt A, Taylor A, Thompson A
		MOTION CARRIED 7-0

B.   Bills Payable

   Motion by Nye to approve the Bills Payable – Regular Meeting of May 24, 2010		


	General Funds	$  249,445.62  
		Lunch Fund	$    44,987.06
		Athletic Fund	$      8,940.17				
		2008 Capital Projects Fund	$  195,415.20

			TOTAL	   	  $  498,788.05
		Seconded by Schmitt. 

		Funk A, Nye A, Rowe A, Schmitt A, Taylor A, Thompson A, Dauster A
		MOTION CARRIED 7-0

C.   FFA Overnight Trip

		Motion by Nye to approve the FFA Overnight Trip.
		Seconded by Dauster. 

Nye A, Rowe A, Schmitt A, Taylor A, Thompson A, Dauster A, Funk A
MOTION CARRIED 7-0 

D.  Hillsdale County ISD General Fund Operating Budget

Motion by Nye to approve the Hillsdale County ISD General Fund Operating Budget for the 2010-2011 school year.		
Seconded by Taylor. 

Rowe A, Schmitt A, Taylor A, Thompson A, Dauster A, Funk A, Nye A
MOTION CARRIED 7-0

E.  Tenure Acknowledgment
	
Motion by Dauster to approve acknowledging the award of tenure being granted by the State of Michigan to the following teachers who are successfully completing their final year of probationary status per Administration recommendations.

Teachers:  Blair Broesamle, Kelli Campbell, Nathan Coe, Erin Doherty, Amy Hartley, Dawn Hitt, Barbara Hutchinson, Jaime Mykeloff, Robin Rowe, David Stanton
		Seconded by Funk. 

Schmitt A, Taylor A, Thompson A, Dauster A, Funk A, Nye A, Rowe A
MOTION CARRIED 7-0

F. MHSAA Membership

		Motion by Funk to approve the MHSAA Membership.
		Seconded by Nye. 	

Taylor A, Thompson A, Dauster A, Funk A, Nye A, Rowe A, Schmitt A
MOTION CARRIED 7-0

G. 2010-2011 District Goals

		Motion by Schmitt to approve the 2010-2011 District Goals.
		Seconded by Dauster. 	

Thompson A, Dauster A, Funk A, Nye A, Rowe A, Schmitt A, Taylor A
MOTION CARRIED 7-0

H.  Meeting Date Change

Motion by Schmitt to disapprove changing the June 28th board meeting date to a different day.
		Seconded by Dauster. 	

Dauster N, Funk N, Nye N, Rowe N, Schmitt N, Taylor N, Thompson N
MOTION FAILED 0-7

I. Meeting Date Change

Motion by Funk to approve changing the June 28th board meeting date to June 30, 2010
		Seconded by Taylor. 	

Dauster A, Funk A, Nye A, Rowe A, Schmitt A, Taylor A, Thompson A
MOTION CARRIED 7-0

J. Secretary Retirement

Motion by Rowe to approve with regret the retirement of Jo Dow, Williams Elementary Secretary.
		Seconded by Funk. 	

Funk A, Nye A, Rowe A, Schmitt A, Taylor A, Thompson A, Dauster A
MOTION CARRIED 7-0


K. L. & M.   Owner Reserve(s)

		Motion by Nye to approve
K.  Move Owner Reserve to HS from MS for the Athletic Fields
L. Move Owner Reserve to HS from MS for Green House
M. Move dollars for new bus to Technology
		Seconded by Schmitt. 	

Nye A, Rowe A, Schmitt A, Taylor A, Thompson A, Dauster A, Funk A
MOTION CARRIED 7-0
	
IV. ANNOUNCEMENTS
May 28th – Phoenix Alternative School Graduation
June 3rd – Last Day of School
June 6th – Graduation 2pm
June 7th – Study Session – Administration Building 7pm
June 28th – Board Meeting   7pm
	
V. 	CONCLUSION
	A.  Public Comment

B.  Board Reports, Requests and Commentary
A.  President, Jeff Rowe 
Mr. Rowe thanked Mr. Magda for attending the board meeting and noted that he is an advocate for Jonesville Community Schools.  Mr. Rowe said the board should be cautiously optimistic regarding the state’s budget.  We waited before making any rash decisions and at the same time we have made intelligent choices.  We were the first to hire a dual-superintendent and now many others are following our lead.
		B.  Vice-President, Kathy Schmitt
Mrs. Schmitt commented that it is nice to know things (state aid budget) aren’t quit as bleak as originally thought to have been.
		C.  Secretary, Michelle Taylor
Mrs. Taylor stated that her children have been taught by all of the tenure teachers.  She said all of the teachers are wonderful teachers and she told them to keep up the good work, and all of them are doing a wonderful job.
		D.  Treasurer, Penny Dauster
Mrs. Dauster said kudos goes to Williams Elementary School for the high MEAP test scores.  She is glad the band has had a successful year and she gave big congratulations to the tenure teachers.
		E.  Trustee, Gary Nye	
Mr. Nye stated that he is very pleased to hear about the budget, but reminded everyone that it is an election year so caution needs to be taken.  He is glad that public comment questions can be answered pleasantly.  This school is improving all the time.  Sports, Music, FFA all help keep students uplifted and interested in school and this will help the district stay open.	
F. Trustee, Mitchell Funk
Hat’s off to Williams Elementary School staff and students on the great scores; a few test scores will be in the lower bracket and is to be expected.  Mr. Funk thanked Mr. Magda for asking questions and for stopping the rumors.  Good news on the budget.  He is glad major budget issues are looking good.  He congratulated the tenure teachers.  Mr. Funk announced that he can’t attend graduation due to a graduation out of town.  He congratulated Mrs. Schmitt on her election.
G. Trustee, Thomas Thompson
Mr. Thompson is encouraged about the prospects of the state found funds for the schools.  He said it’s nice to have the public ask questions regarding rumors in the community.  He also said it is great to see good MEAP scores at Williams Elementary School.

C. Closed Session – Negotiations
	
Motion by Funk to approve entering into closed session.  
Seconded by Schmitt.

	Rowe A, Schmitt A, Taylor A, Thompson A, Dauster A, Funk A, Nye A

		Enter into Closed Session at 8:17pm.

D. Open Session

	Entered into Open Session at 9:39pm.

E. Other Topics of Discussion

	F.	Adjournment
Motion by Dauster to adjourn the regular meeting of the Board of Education 
at 9:51pm
		Seconded by Funk. 

	Schmitt A, Taylor A, Thompson A, Dauster A, Funk A, Nye A, Rowe A
