Jonesville Community Schools
Board of Education – Regular Meeting
Monday, November 22, 2010 at 7:00 p.m.
Administration Building

MINUTES



I.	CALL TO ORDER

 President Schmitt called the regular meeting of the Board of Education 
 to order at 7:00p.m.

		Board Members Present: Dauster, Funk, Nye, Rowe, Schmitt, Taylor and Thompson
		Board Members Absent:  none
		Administrators Present:  Potts and Coolman
		Guests Present:  Marlin & Carolyn Billman, 
               Scott Aughney and Ken Bilsborrow

A.	Pledge of Allegiance 
	Mrs. Penny Dauster led the Board and guests in the Pledge of Allegiance.
B. Recognition of Guests
C. Changes to the Agenda
D. Celebration of Excellence
· Dawn Hitt – Big 8 Quiz Bowl Competition
· Mrs. Hitt congratulated her hard working quiz bowl students; Paul Fox, Christopher Winchell, Kelsey Kessler, Cassondra Hines, Ben Ackerson, and Elizabeth Elkins.  Their hard work paid off with a 3rd place arena style finish.

· Erin Bosch – FFA Updates
· Miss Bosch introduced Mr. Joshua Blonde to the board of education.    Joshua Blonde a senior who was invited to attend the 2010 Michigan Farm Bureau Discussion Meet.  During that meeting they discussed the 2012 Farm bill and also looked at the current Agriculture Industries.  Mr. Blonde was chosen to compete at the state level against 18 other FFA students to compete for a chance to win cash awards.
· Miss Bosch also told the board that her FFA students are getting very excited to  have the greenhouse up and running and have been learning the importance of how to eat healthy which will tie in with the plants in the greenhouse.  The FFA has recently received a Living to Serve grant which will be used to teach others about the importance of nutrition and food education.
E. Public Comment
· Mr. Scott Aughney, a Jackson resident addressed the Board President, Kathleen Schmitt and announced that he was a former candidate for congress.  Mr. Aughney read from of the U.S. Constitution, the 10th Amendment and Amendment 1 of the Bill of Rights.  Mr. Aughney feels that the 10th Amendment is being totally ignored in the current state of our federal government and many of the federal courts as well.  He has no qualms with Ms. Finnegan exercising her free speech.  However, her complaint and the response by Mr. Potts is a violation of the 1st Amendment specifically the free exercise thereof.  He asked President Schmitt if there were any private dollar donations to fund the operation of the public school and noted to the board that school buildings are public property not private property.  He then read the text of an email sent to Mr. Potts (that Mr. Aughney received through an email) regarding the Gideon bibles being handed out in school.    Mr. Aughney is interested to know if Jonesville Schools have segregated Christians from children of secular families and said it’s quite clear that Ms. Finnegan has a deep resentment toward the Christian faith.  Mr. Aughney wanted it noted for the record that he is a former Darwinist and is a former Atheist and understands the operation of the secularist philosophy.  He also wanted to remind the board that the Gideons have been in the public schools for years, and asked why someone didn’t raise cane in the very beginning?  Because many of the same individuals were practicing Christians themselves and were not promoting an Atheist ideology.  Mr. Aughney was reminded that his 5 minutes of public comment time were up and he then handed President Schmitt two FOIA requests.

· Reverend Ken Bilsborrow addressed the Board President, Kathleen Schmitt.
He announced that he is the Pastor of the Good News Bible Church in Coldwater Michigan and believes in the infallible word of God.
In 1965, a Gideon gave him the New Testament Bible and there was no protest.  Rev. Bilsborrow is involved with the Gideons however he is not a Gideon, but they attend his church and he considers them missionaries.  They are a strong arm of the church, they are Godley men who love children and people.  As you look at the young people today, they are confused and mixed up, they are facing (in the schools) bullying, sex (not necessary here), the teenage pregnancy rate is horrendous.  He was asked to be on a committee last March for their new reproductive program and declined because he didn’t agree with their agenda.  The agenda said that homosexuality is not necessarily right or wrong; abortions killing babies is not necessarily right or wrong it just depends on a person’s views.  That is not what the bible says, and the question that he asks is; who sets the rules? God set the rules a long time ago.  Mr. Bilsborrow understands the schools, he coached track for 22 years in Coldwater and also was a substitute teacher and he sees the disrespect to the teachers and many of these young people have no influence in the things of God.  That is the problem.  He told the committee if you’re going to teach sex education to the kids you need to teach morals. And the group told him they can’t teach morals.  That is the problem.  He sees the country crumbling apart.  One of the 45 point plans of the communists is to infiltrate the schools get God out and indoctrinate the young people into ungodly things to create chaos in our public schools and public institutions and eventually once you have created chaos you can establish a tyrannical government.  He has seen this happening for the last 20 years.  He understands that schools are running scared because the school boards, school administration don’t want to get sued by the American Civil Liberty Union.  The American Civil Liberty Union is a communist organization that is anti-God and anti-American, and if you are going to be in a position of leadership, and you people are; and he knows how tough it is to be a leader, you cannot please everyone. You cannot allow one person like Mrs. Finnegan to dictate what you do.  If you’re going to be in a position of leadership, you’ve got to establish some backbone.  If this person sues you then they sue. Chances are that the law suit will be thrown out of court.  But you’ve got to establish some backbone.  No one shoved the testament down his throat when he was 13 years old.  He chose to take the testament, kids now have the right to accept or reject taking a testament.  But as school administrations/public officials you don’t have the right to take that right away from the kids.  As he ended, he hopes and prays for the board members to make the right decision, he will be praying for the board because this is just one school system that is having problems. He hopes they don’t have to stand before God someday and you made the wrong decision and have to give an account on the decisions you made concerning our young people.

· John Loveless announced that the High School Quiz Bowl Team won the Big 8 Championship.  Students on the Varsity Team were Alex Payne (captain), Rebecca Hudson, Austin Kittle, Brendan McCoy, Boe Bielski, Shaun Repp and Joe Thompson.  The JV team came in second place.  Students on that team were Brannon Cavanaugh, Chad Wolff, Alyssa Bowman, Travis Cleveland and Clara Kinzinger

II.	PRESENTATIONS & REPORT

A. Superintendent’s Report
Information requests (follow up from previous meetings)
· Mr. Potts congratulated Transportation Supervision, David Wright on the Certificate of Excellence that was earned for the 100% Pass Rate for School Bus Safety Inspection.

· Mr. Potts attended the JCS Band Glow Show and stated that it was an outstanding performance.  It was nice to see the article in the Saturday paper regarding the show.  The bands next performance will be Wednesday, November 24th at 9:30am.

· The Greenhouse project is moving along.  A thick heavy foam will go around the bottom 4 foot of the building and then that will be covered with red steel from the former greenhouse and the rest will be covered with a poly covering from Raker’s Acres. Cunningham Construction Company will be starting soon.  The electric just needs to be stubbed in and the water will be worked on down the road.

· The Middle School Spotts Gym roof replacement should begin soon.

III.	BUSINESS
	
A. Minutes

Motion by Dauster to approve the revised minutes of the Regular Meeting of October 25, 2010, the Study Session of November 8, 2010.
		Seconded by Nye. 
		
		Dauster A, Funk A, Nye A, Rowe A, Schmitt A, Taylor A, Thompson A
		MOTION CARRIED 7-0

B.  Bills Payable

Motion by Funk to approve Bills Payable – Regular Meeting of November 22, 2010		

	November Bills
	
	General Funds	$256,898.14   
		Lunch Fund	$  68,124.89 
		Athletic Fund	$    3,899.77		
		2008 Capital Projects Fund	$  13,437.60

			TOTAL	           $  342,360.40  
		Seconded by Dauster. 

		Funk A, Nye A, Rowe A, Schmitt A, Taylor A, Thompson A, Dauster A
		MOTION CARRIED 7-0 

C.  2009-2010 Audit

		Motion by Nye to approve 2009-2010 audit for the district.
		Seconded by Schmitt. 

Nye A, Rowe A, Schmitt A, Taylor A, Thompson A, Dauster A, Funk A
MOTION CARRIED 7-0

D.  Administrative Contracts

		Motion by Nye to approve the Administrative Contracts.
		Seconded by Dauster. 	

Rowe A, Schmitt A, Taylor A, Thompson A, Dauster A, Funk A, Nye A
MOTION CARRIED 7-0

E. Parent-Athlete Handbook 2010-2011

		Motion by Dauster to approve the Parent-Athlete Handbook for 2010-2011.
		Seconded by Rowe. 	

Schmitt A, Taylor A, Thompson A, Dauster A, Funk N, Nye A, Rowe A
MOTION CARRIED 6-1

F. Bus Driver/Parapro Contract

		Motion by Nye to approve the Bus Driver/Parapro Contract.
		Seconded by Rowe. 	

Schmitt A, Taylor A, Thompson A, Dauster A, Funk A, Nye A, Rowe A
MOTION CARRIED 7-0

G. Custodial Contract

		Motion by Funk to approve the changes to the Custodial Contract.
		Seconded by Nye. 	

Schmitt A, Taylor A, Thompson A, Dauster A, Funk A, Nye A, Rowe A
MOTION CARRIED 7-0

IV. ANNOUNCEMENTS

4. 11-23 – District School Improvement Team Meeting-3:15-Board Room
4. 12-6 – Study Session - High School-7pm
4. 12-9-Holiday Band Concert – 7pm, High School
4. 12-13 – Board Meeting 7pm
4. 12-22 through 1-2-11 No School-Christmas Break
4. 1-3 School Resumes
	

V. 	CONCLUSION
	A.  Public Comment
· John Loveless expressed concern over the progress on supporting the Agri-Science program at the High School.  He is glad to see that things are beginning to migrate in that direction.  Hopefully we can get that (greenhouse) together so we can move forward. 
· Scott Aughney apologized for trying to cram so much into the previous public comment; he will be addressing that with his personal preparation techniques in the future. The FOIA’s(Freedom of Information Act) that have been submitted are twofold, one is asking for  information regarding all the details of the incident regarding the text message from Ms. Finnegan and the actions of Jonesville Schools and the second one is asking the for hiring background paperwork for all administrators of Jonesville Schools.  Laws nor those who are employed by public funds (the actions of those) are intended to be used as weapons against religion and that is what has happened unfortunately in this country Judeo-Christian Religion. There is an effort to neutralize religion and it is certainly part of the socialist picture.  He has been studying the deployment of socialist states which includes Communism, Fascism, Maoism and certainly all other forms that have descended from Marxism for about three and a half years and he has learned the tools and techniques are to deploy the tolitarian socialist state and of the critical factors is to eliminate religion as a key role in the culture and society and he believes the actions against the Gideons and the release of the bibles is exemplary of that.  He is organizing a protest and has contacted both Jonesville City Hall and Jonesville Police Department and is currently rounding up a group of people to participate in the protest.  He believes that this is a tool of communism and least a deployment of communism and has not decided on a location but will use the public sidewalks to organize the protest.  He is going to try to attend the next board meeting and appealed to the Board President to have the opportunity to do a power point presentation. 

B.  Board Reports, Requests and Commentary
A.  President, Kathy Schmitt
I was not going to comment on this issue, but given that many have tonight, in my mind, based on the information that I have been given we are here to educate kids. We have consulted our legal counsel as to what to do about this and have made the response based on their recommendation of what is legal.  Mrs. Schmitt doesn’t feel that it is prudent to spend tax payer dollars to fight this issue, but rather to do what our legal counsel says is the prudent thing to do.  We are a school, we are here to educate children and that’s were we should be putting our resources towards is to educate kids.  Congratulation to the Quiz Bowl teams, it’s great that they are out there and doing well.  Congratulations to the transportation supervisor in getting the certificate that they earned out there and also good luck to the high school students who are in exams this week.   A good education is a spring board to much greater possibilities.
		B.  Vice-President, Thomas Thompson
I expressed my support for your decision on the Gideon issue as I believe it is consistent with the law.
		C.  Secretary, Michelle Taylor
Mrs. Taylor agrees with what has been said and she has everyone beat because she has 14 Gideon bibles at her house.  She is very saddened that the bibles will not be handed out anymore.  She knows for a fact that no students were forced to take a bible, the bibles are placed in the hall and students are asked if they would like to receive a bible and she is sure just about everyone takes them home.  She is very glad that we were doing that, but unfortunately because of the laws and such, the bad part is if we were to continue this practice and let any group come in, just imagine what kind of groups could come in and hand out their literature to our children, it would be even worse than taking these bibles out.  I think that most of the people are saddened but understand why it is being done.  Mrs. Taylor believes that by sending her students to public schools their faith that she has instilled in them hopefully is a reflection to other kids and they can stand up for what they believe in.  Jesus didn’t stay just with the good people, he went out amongst all the people and that’s how he brought the people to him by his good example and his role model.  One good thing that we can count on is that we still have the release bible study, so if bibles are to be handed out and we have 75% of our children are going to that, it’s huge and that means that many people are hungry for what they want and they can get their bible that way.  I am sad the way the country is.			
		D.  Treasurer, Gary Nye
Congratulations to the FFA program.  Mr. Nye is working with Rakers’ to get this greenhouse going.  In the next week or so meetings will take place to get this building going.  It’s too hard to sit and watch and nothing happens.  Someone needs to take the ball and kick it.  This is a very difficult position to be in when you have to abide by the laws of the state when you have to do something you don’t agree with as far as religious education.  Mr. Nye thinks we all should be very disturbed and that we need to change the direction of what is happening.  We have sat by for 50 years and let 30% or less of the voting public choose our legislators, judges, governors or everything we have as far as laws and they have done as they darn well please.  They have not represented John Q. Public and he thinks what we will now see the pendulum will swing the other way.  Hopefully we can undo some of the things that are terrible wrong.  He does understand there is something in the world that has affected this country.  It’s been slow, he has listened to others talk about it.   We as a country can’t agree on anything.  All kinds of people are running for office, which is probably ok. The population has changed from mostly Christian white majority and within 15-20 years they are saying this will all equalize and Black America and Eastern America and all of us will be more equal and then we will really be into some decision making and how do we do that and get along with each other.  If we have to go by the law then that is what we made our decision on.  There is nothing we can do about it except effect who gets elected.  Mr. Nye has 4 or 5 of the New Testaments from attending JCS and no one forced him to take them and that’s when he began to studying a little bit about God and Jesus Christ and what he was going to do.  That was his first taste of religion and he also took some classes in college.  He disagrees with not letting this happen and he just can’t sit here and not say something about.  What is it going to take to make people shape up and start thinking the correct way?
		E.  Trustee, Penny Dauster	
Quiz Bowl is near and dear to Mrs. Dausters’ heart and she congratulated all the quiz bowl teams. 7th & 8th are progressing very well and is very pleased with the High School teams.	
		F.  Trustee, Mitchell Funk
Mr. Funk is hopeful that the greenhouse will get taken care of.  It has been an eyesore behind the high school.  The wheels turn real slow when you start dealing with bond money and it frustrating.  You’ve got the money, but must go through a process to spend money and how things have to be handled; sometimes it seems ridiculous.  Mr. Funk has 4 Gideon bibles at his house.  We have an abstinence based sexual education program.  It’s the best that we can do and the majority of the board is Christian.  It’s unfortunate what had to happen, but it’s out of our control.
		G.  Trustee, Jeff Rowe
Mr. Rowe congratulated Josh Blonde on his FFA accomplishments and also his teacher Mrs. Bosch for helping students succeed.  Mr. Rowe also congratulated Transportation Director, David Wright on his Certificate of Excellence for 100% on the school bus safety inspections.   It goes back to some decisions made by the board in the past regarding these very issues and the way we do our transportation lends itself to better performance, it’s cost effective and keeps our kids safe on the busses and this certificate of proof of that.

C. Other Topics of Discussion
	
	F.	Adjournment
Motion by Funk to adjourn the regular meeting of the Board of Education 
at 8:23pm
		Seconded by Rowe. 

	Schmitt A, Taylor A, Thompson A, Dauster A, Funk A, Nye A, Rowe A
	MOTION CARRIED 7-0



________________________________
Michelle Taylor,           Board Secretary
