	Licking Heights Language Arts Department

Grade 8 Curriculum Map

	UNIT TITLE: Writing Process
Essential Question: What makes a good writer?

	Time Frame
	GLIs
	Key Concepts/

Essential Questions

Vocabulary
	Activities/

Assessments

	3 weeks

	WP 8.1 Generate writing ideas through discussions with others and from printed material, and keep a list of writing ideas.
WP 8.2 Conduct background reading, interviews or surveys when appropriate.
WP 8.4 Determine a purpose and audience and plan strategies (e.g., adapting focus, content structure and point of view) to address purpose and audience.
WP 8.5 Use organizational strategies (e.g., notes and outlines) to plan writing.
WP 8.15 Proofread writing, edit to improve conventions (e.g., grammar, spelling, punctuation and capitalization) and identify and correct fragments and run-ons.

WP 8.17 Prepare for publication (e.g., for display or for sharing with others) writing that follows a manuscript form appropriate for the purpose, which could include such techniques as electronic resources, principles of design (e.g., margins, tabs, spacing and columns) and graphics (e.g., drawings, charts and graphs) to enhance the final product.

WC 8.1 Use correct spelling conventions.
WC 8.2 Use correct punctuation and capitalization.
WP 8.8 Group related ideas into paragraphs, including topic sentences following paragraph form, and maintain a consistent focus reinforced by parallel structures across paragraphs.
WP 8.9 Use precise language, action verbs, sensory details, colorful modifiers and style as appropriate to audience and purpose.

	Audience
Organizational strategies

Publication

Purpose

Strategies

Writing ideas

Prewriting

Drafting

Revising

Editing

Publishing

Background reading
Correct:

 Punctuation

 Spelling


	*Walter Dean Myers video on prewriting
*examples of good/bad writing

*Introduce R.A.G.U.

*Comic strip




	Licking Heights Language Arts Department

Grade 8 Curriculum Map

	UNIT TITLE: Overarching Narrative

Essential Question: 

	Time Frame
	GLIs
	Key Concepts/

Essential Questions

Vocabulary
	Activities/

Assessments

	8 weeks

Elements of a narrative story

Descriptive writing

Narrative writing


	WA 8.1 Write narratives that:

a. sustain reader interest by pacing action and developing an engaging plot (e.g., tension and suspense);

b. use literary devices to enhance style and tone; and create complex characters in a definite, believable setting.
WC 8.6 Produce informal writings (e.g., journals, notes and poems) for various purposes.

WP 8.1 Generate writing ideas through discussions with others and from printed material, and keep a list of writing ideas.
WP 8.2 Conduct background reading, interviews or surveys when appropriate.
WP 8.3 Establish a thesis statement for informational writing or a plan for narrative writing
WP 8.6 Organize writing with an effective and engaging introduction, body and a conclusion that summarizes, extends or elaborates on points or ideas in the writing.
WP 8.7 Vary simple, compound and complex sentence structures
WP 8.8 Group related ideas into paragraphs, including topic sentences following paragraph form, and maintain a consistent focus reinforced by parallel structures across paragraphs.
WP 8.9 Use precise language, action verbs, sensory details, colorful modifiers and style as appropriate to audience and purpose.
WP 8.10 Use available technology to compose text.
WP 8.11 Reread and analyze clarity of writing and consistency of point of view.
WP 8.12 Add and delete information and details to better elaborate on a stated central idea and to more effectively accomplish purpose.
WP 8.14 Use resources and reference materials (e.g., dictionaries and thesauruses) to select more effective vocabulary.
WP 8.15 Proofread writing, edit to improve conventions (e.g., grammar, spelling, punctuation and capitalization) and identify and correct fragments and run-ons.
WP 8.16 Apply tools (e.g., rubric, checklist and feedback) to judge the quality of writing.
WP 8.17 Prepare for publication (e.g., for display or for sharing with others) writing that follows a manuscript form appropriate for the purpose, which could include such techniques as electronic resources, principles of design (e.g., margins, tabs, spacing and columns) and graphics (e.g., drawings, charts and graphs) to enhance the final product.
	Narratives

Prior knowledge

Writing

Modifier 

Capitalization

Central idea

Clarity

Colorful modifiers

Complex sentences

Conclusion

Consistency

Fragments

Introduction

Narrative writing

Paragraphs

Precise language

Run-on

Sensory details
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Topic sentence

Technology


	*Creating character with a picture

*Menu

*How our restaurant began – writing prompt




	
Licking Heights Language Arts Department

Grade 8 Curriculum Map

	UNIT TITLE Letter Writing

Essential Question:

	Time Frame
	GLIs
	Key Concepts/

Essential Questions

Vocabulary
	Activities/

Assessments

	 4 weeks


	WA 8.3 Write business letters, letters to the editor and job applications that:

a. address audience needs, stated purpose and context in a clear and efficient manner;

b. follow the conventional style appropriate to the text using proper technical terms;

c. include appropriate facts and details;

d. exclude extraneous details and inconsistencies; and provide a sense of closure to the writing.
WP 8.13 Rearrange words, sentences and paragraphs, and add transitional words and phrases to clarify meaning.
WC 8.7 Maintain the use of appropriate verb tenses.
WC 8.8 Conjugate regular and irregular verbs in all tenses correctly.

	Business letters

Job application

Letter to the editor

Include facts and details

Maintain focus

Pose questions
	*letter to their favorite teacher

*fill out a job application

*letter to the editor

*snail mail




	Licking Heights Language Arts Department

Grade 8 Curriculum Map

	UNIT TITLE Research Paper

Essential Question: 

	Time Frame
	GLIs
	Key Concepts/

Essential Questions

Vocabulary
	Activities/

Assessments

	8 weeks

Plagiarism

Mini research

Research paper

Research presentation


	WA 8.4 Write informational essays or reports, including research, that:

a. pose relevant and tightly drawn questions that engage the reader;

b. provide a clear and accurate perspective on the subject;

c. create an organizing structure appropriate to the purpose, audience and context;

d. support the main ideas with facts, details, examples and explanations from sources; and

e. document sources and include bibliographies.

WA 8.6 Produce informal writings (e.g., journals, notes and poems) for various purposes.
CM 8.1 Apply active listening strategies (e.g., monitoring message for clarity, selecting and organizing essential information, noting cues such as changes in pace).
CM 8.4 Identify the speaker’s choice of language and delivery styles (e.g., repetition, appeal to emotion, eye contact) and how they contribute to meaning. 
CM 8.9 Deliver formal and informal descriptive presentations that convey relevant information and descriptive details.
RS 8.1 Compose open-ended questions for research, assigned or personal interest, and modify questions as necessary during inquiry and investigation.

RS 8.2 Identify appropriate sources and gather relevant information from multiple sources (e.g., school library catalogs, online databases, 

electronic resources and Internet-based resources).

RS 8.3 Explain the usefulness and accuracy of sources by determining their validity (e.g., authority, accuracy, objectivity, publication date and coverage) and define primary and secondary sources.

RS 8.4 Select an appropriate structure for organizing information in a systematic way (e.g., notes, outlines, charts, tables and graphic

organizers).

RS 8.5 Compile and organize the important information and select

appropriate sources to support central ideas, concepts and themes.

RS 8.6 Integrate quotations and citations into written text to maintain a flow of ideas.

RS 8.7 Use style guides to produce oral and written reports that give

proper credit for sources and include an acceptable format for

source acknowledgement.

CM 8.8 Deliver informational presentations (e.g., expository, research) that:

a. demonstrate an understanding of the topic and present events or

ideas in a logical sequence;

b. support the controlling idea or thesis with well-chosen and

relevant facts, details, examples, quotations, statistics, stories

and anecdotes;

c. include an effective introduction and conclusion and use a

consistent organizational structure (e.g., cause-effect,

compare-contrast, problem-solution);

d. use appropriate visual materials (e.g., diagrams, charts,

illustrations) and available technology; and

e. draw from multiple sources, including both primary and

secondary sources, and identify sources used.


	Give credit for sources

Techniques

Delivery styles

Descriptive presentations

Informal

Language choice

Citations

Ideas
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Inquiry
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Open-ended questions

Quotations

Sources

Style guides

Themes

Variety of        

     Communication

Informational writing

Interviews

Printed material

Bibliographies

References

Essay
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Support research question

State purpose

Include bibliographies

Establish thesis statement

Document sources

Balance research and ideas

Conduct interviews

Appropriate language
Delivery styles

Enunciation

Inflection

Language choice to  

    speech content

English Language rules

Volume

Word modulation(transitions)

Deliver presentation
	*Power Point on plagiarism and note taking

*Picture book presentations

*Propose topic

*Research topic

*Worked on outline

*Wrote rough draft

     introduction

     Body

     Conclusion

*Typed final paper

*Typed bibliography

Vocabulary quiz

*Create a presentation that includes a visual




	Licking Heights Language Arts Department

Grade 8 Curriculum Map

	UNIT TITLE: Short Story/ Responding to Literature

Essential Question:

	Time Frame
	GLIs
	Key Concepts/

Essential Questions

Vocabulary
	Activities/

Assessments

	 5 weeks

“The Monkey’s Paw”

Walter Dean Myers

“The Spider Man Behind Spider-man”

Cross-curriculum  responses to literature (non-fiction)
	WA 8.2 Write responses to literature that organize an insightful interpretation around several clear ideas, premises or images and support judgments with specific references to the original text, to other texts, authors and to prior knowledge.
WP 8.6 Organize writing with an effective and engaging introduction, body and a conclusion that summarizes, extends or elaborates on points or ideas in the writing.
WA 8.2 
WA 8.2
WP 8.3 Establish a thesis statement for informational writing or a plan for narrative writing.
WP 8.5 Use organizational strategies (e.g., notes and outlines) to plan writing.
WP 8.6 Organize writing with an effective and engaging introduction, body and a conclusion that summarizes, extends or elaborates on points or ideas in the writing.
WP 8.16 Apply tools (e.g., rubric, checklist and feedback) to judge the quality of writing.
WP 8.17 Prepare for publication (e.g., for display or for sharing with others) writing that follows a manuscript form appropriate for the purpose, which could include such techniques as electronic resources, principles of design (e.g., margins, tabs, spacing and columns) and graphics (e.g., drawings, charts and graphs) to enhance the final product.
WA 8.6 Produce informal writings (e.g., journals, notes and poems) for various purposes.
WA 8.2 
	Authors

Interpretation

R.A.G.U.

Respond to literature

Theme 

Mood

Prior knowledge

Summarizing

Non-fiction

Text features

Informal writing

Punctuating titles
	*Define vocabulary

*Journaling

*Read story

*Responses(RAGU)

*Quiz

*Define vocabulary

*Watched author discussion

*Read excerpts from “Bad Boy”, “Field of Glory” and “Monster”

*Informal Assessment on use of RAGU in responses to literature

*Dream Job writing prompt

*Vocabulary

*Watch video clip

*Read and respond to story

*Quiz

*Read and respond to non-fiction excerpts in short answer and extended response fashion


	Licking Heights Language Arts Department

Grade 8 Curriculum Map

	UNIT TITLE: Persuasive Writing

Essential Question:

	Time Frame
	GLIs
	Key Concepts/

Essential Questions

Vocabulary
	Activities/

Assessments

	 3 weeks


	WA 8.5 Write persuasive compositions that:

a. establish and develop a controlling idea;

b. support arguments with detailed evidence;

c. exclude irrelevant information; and cite sources of information.
CM 8.2 Identify and analyze the persuasive techniques (e.g., bandwagon, testimonial, glittering generalities, emotional word repetition and bait and switch) used in presentations and media messages.
CM 8.3 Determine the credibility of the speaker (e.g., hidden agendas, slanted or biased material) and recognize fallacies of reasoning used in presentations and media messages.
	Persuasive

Media messages

Address counter -arguments

Analyze persuasive techniques

Develop controlled argument/idea

Provide perspective

Address listener bias


	


WC 8.3, WC 8.4, WC 8.5, RS 8.8, CM 8.5, CM 8.6, CM 8.7, CM 8.10
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