


Proposed New Buffalo Middle School Homework Procedure
February 12, 2010

BACKGROUND

STUDENTS:  This homework procedure is designed to provide motivation for students to use class time appropriately and complete assignments on time. Doing quality, timely work not only improves student assignment grades, but also better prepares students for high school, the world of work, and adult life in general.

TEACHERS:  Homework will be defined as independent practice, assigned for the purpose of increasing the likelihood of a student retaining a skill or concept learned in class, or practicing this learning in a new context.  

If class time and study time is used effectively, NBMS students should find the habit of studying forty-five (45) minutes per night (Monday through Thursday) is sufficient.  

PARENTS:  Using PowerSchool (www.nbas.org) helps parents keep the student accountable.  Communicating with teachers by e-mail is the most efficient means, but a telephone call (269-469-6003) can be helpful.  

Parents are asked to monitor their children so they don’t spend too much or too little time studying; that they are productive; that they are using the computer safely and appropriately; that they are completing and returning assignments; that they have recreational reading, instrumental music practice, Study Island, or other “brain games” available if assignments are completed.

Parents can greatly assist their children if they will insist on the consistent budgeting of forty-five minutes of uninterrupted study time.  Having the self-discipline to put all other activities away and study nightly is a powerful aide for academic success.  In the middle school years, parents and school personnel may have to provide the encouragement and structure to help students form these study habits.   


GUIDELINES AND IMPLEMENTATION

All students at New Buffalo Middle School are expected to complete assignments on time. Failure to submit assignments on time may result in the teacher implementing the following procedure:

1. Student will be expected to attend (at least) one session of Homework Club or Saturday School the same week in which they didn’t turn in their assignment. No assignment will be received for credit more than a week after it was due.   (Homework Club will be held 3:15 – 4:30 p.m. each Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday.  Saturday School will be held from 9:00 – 11:00 a.m.

2. The teacher will inform the student of his/her Homework Club or Saturday School responsibility by providing them with a Missing Homework Form. An attempt will also be made to contact the student’s parents via telephone or e-mail to notify them of their student’s missing assignment and responsibilities.

3. Students turning in work that does not meet the minimum standards of quality may be assigned to Homework Club or Saturday School in order to redo or correct the assignment.

4. Homework Club or Saturday School sessions will not be assigned for unsatisfactory work later than one (1) week after the original assignment due date, unless it is a larger project or written essays/papers.

5. The teacher will give students a copy of their Missing Homework Form.  This form will serve as the students’ pass to Homework Club or Saturday School. Students must sign in with Homework Club or Saturday School supervisor to be counted present. 

6. Transportation home from Homework Club or Saturday School is the students/parents responsibility.

7. Assignments completed and turned in after the assigned due date will receive a 10% penalty or a value consistent with published department standards.

8. Assigned Homework Club or Saturday School takes precedence over all other school activities (sports, music, etc.). Students are encouraged to communicate with coaches and sponsors when necessary. 
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