
New Buffalo Area School

Earth Science A Syllabus

Earth Science A – Syllabus Includes terms A and B and C

	Instructor
	Vance Price
	E-mail
	vprice@nbas.org


Course Description:

This course emphasizes the laboratory application of biological, chemical, and physical principles to the study of selected topics in Earth Science. We will be covering the MME core goals.
Student Materials Needed: 

Paper and Pencil, notebook, folder, colored pencils, and laptop required. 
Goals/Objectives:

Create a rigorous, activity-based, success-oriented science classroom.  Emphasize critical thinking.  Create an appreciation for a variety of scientific fields.  Reinforce student awareness of current technology and its applications.  Emphasize the practical application of scientific principles in the field of Earth Sciences.
Student must exhibit mastery of the standards and benchmarks.  

Grading Scale:

A 
= 94% - 100%
C 
= 76% - 74%
NC 
= 0% - 59%

A- 
= 93% - 90%
C- 
= 73% - 70%
CR 
= 77% 

B+ 
= 89% - 87%
D+ = 69% - 67%

B 
= 86% - 84% 
D 
= 66% - 64%

B- 
= 83% - 80% 
D- 
= 63% - 60%

C+ 
= 79% - 77%
E 
= 59% - 0%

Distribution of marking period grading components
Home Work and Labs
= _30___
%

Quizzes and test = _50___%

Final Examination = _20___%

Total = 100%
Homework Policy: 
Late homework will only be accepted when due to an excused absence.
Text(s):

Glencoe, 2008, Earth Science: Geology, the Environment, and the Universe
Requirements:

Students are required to attend class and maintain personal involvement.  Interwrite board notes and power point presentation notes will be required.  Textbook readings and section assessment, workbook reading practices, require lab projects, quizzes, and exams.

Resources:

Resources for instruction will include laptops, the interwrite board, lab kits, and verniers labQuests and probes.  Student resources will include a variety of software programs.

Behavioral Expectations: Adhere to the posted “Common Set of Classroom Expectations”.
Extra Credit:

Webquests will be available to the students. 

Helpful Hints:

Students must realize that they are responsible for all of their own work.  This includes laptop use of photos and videos, data collection, lab write-ups, and presentations.
	Week 1 Organizing Principles of Earth Science

	

	Week 2 Earthquakes and Earth’s Interior

	

	Week 3 Plate  Tectonics and Volcanoes

	

	Week 4 Rock Forming Processes

	

	Week 5 Discerning Earth History

	

	Week 6 Severe Weather

	

	Week 7 Oceans and Climate

	

	Week 8 Climate Change

	

	Week 9 Ground Water

	

	Week 10 Resources and Environment Challenges

	

	Week 11 Cosmology and Earth’s Place in the Universe

	

	Week 12  The Sun and Stars


